
 

July 6, 2018 

Volume 2, Issue 1 

 

We hope our Griffin  

Community had a wonderful  

4th of July holiday! 

MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL GILLIHAN 

Hello Griffin Wildcats, 

     As I sit here in Arkansas visiting with my mom and sister, my 
thoughts go back to you.  My hope is that you too are having a great 
summer filled with fun and relaxation. We had a tremendous three 
weeks of summer camps, and it was wonderful seeing students in the 
halls.  We also had an amazing rising 6th grade camp that had students 
going all over campus finding new places as they worked together.    

     We have some cute videos of some of the groups singing in the fine 
arts hall so they could get their next clue on the scavenger hunt.  Our 
teachers have been busy all summer getting ready for next year with 
several already having their rooms ready. Mr. and Mrs. Quintana have 
also created an inspiring place for you all to read in our new Teen Read-
ing Room. You will love it! Our custodial staff has been very busy mov-
ing teachers’ rooms while making sure our school is clean and ready for   
August 1. 

     We have a campus clean up scheduled for July 15th so if you and your 
family are free to come out and help we could use all hands on 
deck.   As the weeks dwindle into days, I am so excited to hear about all 
you have done this summer and most of all just to have you back at 
school. Yes. It is lonely when you all are gone.  I hope you all had a  
wonderful July 4th and may the rest of your summer break be more 
spectacular than planned. 

See you all soon. 

Mr. G.  

Wednesday 

August 1, 2018 

4010 King Springs Road 

Smyrna, GA 30082 
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**Students new to Griffin  

Middle School Attendance Zone** 



 

Join us on Sunday, July 15th, from 3-6 PM for the  

Griffin Middle School PTSA Campus Clean-up Day!  

Bring your gloves, rakes, shovels, and green thumbs as we beautify the Griffin Middle School 

Campus before we return back to school.  

We will be pulling weeds, planting flowers, painting sidewalks, installing mulch, and more.  

Parents, students, teachers, and the Griffin Community are welcome. The more the merrier 

as we work together to create a welcoming learning environment.  

 We appreciate  your support! 

“Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving 
your community and world better than you found it.”  
– Marian Wright Edelman  

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION 

CAMPUS CLEAN-UP DAY 

2 

Students new to the Griffin 

Middle School Attendance 

Zone are invited to register 

for school on Wednesday, 

July 11, 2018 from 8:30-

4:30 PM.  

Families may register at 

Griffin Middle School at the 

Student Support Registra-

tion Desk located at the 

back of the school in the cir-

cle drive. Please park in the 

adjacent lot and follow the 

sidewalk signs.  

Our registration clerks will 

be on staff to assist you with 

registration.  

Registration Information: 

http://www.cobbk12.org/

aboutccsd/enrollment/ 

http://www.cobbk12.org/aboutccsd/enrollment/
http://www.cobbk12.org/aboutccsd/enrollment/


 

New! Over the summer, we have been working on adding 

new books and furniture for the Teen Reading Room. Stu-

dents participating in summer camps were able to sit and 

read in this new space. They loved it! We look forward to stu-

dents using the space to do a lot of reading this school year! 

LIBRARY  

LEARNING 

COMMONS 

Summer Camp students build, paint, and hang butterfly houses along the Griffin Nature Trail. 



  

GRIFFIN GARDENS 
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8th Grade Wildcats!  

 

If you have not already 

done so, please take the 

time to register for the 

8th Grade Savannah 

Trip.  

The trip takes place ear-

lier this year to align 

with social studies cur-

riculum.  

Students will visit Sa-

vannah October 14-16, 

2018. Payment plan is 

available.  

Questions? Contact  

Rochelle Wilson, 8th 

Grade SS Teacher  

 

This summer Dr.  

Gilbert, 8th Grade Science 

Teacher, has been working 

on the  

Griffin Gardens.  

This is the current status of 

the gardens. There is squash, 

tomatoes, and soy beans 

growing!  

 

If you get a chance, stop to 

take a look at the Griffin 

Gardens, and our initiative 

for creating beautiful vegeta-

ble beds for our community. 

mailto:rochelle.wilson@cobbk12.org


2018-2019  
COBB COUNTY SCHOOLS CALENDAR 

NEW STUDENT & PARENT SCHOOL TOUR 

Students and parents new to the Griffin Middle School  

attendance zone are invited to take a school tour on  

Saturday, July 28, 2018 from 2-3 PM. Join  

Principal Gillihan as he walks you through the halls and  

shares our wonderful learning environment.   5 
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“Without extensive reading, students’ stamina as readers will be inadequate 
for the tasks of community, college, & careers in the 21st century. Stamina  
refers to the ability to stay on task during silent reading.”-Elfrieda H. Hiebert  

     The Griffin Literacy Team, consisting of 15 teachers, 

met through the month of June to create a literacy pro-

gram for our students. Thank you to Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. 

Kaur, Mrs. Aaron, Ms. Barlow, Mrs. Quintana, , Mr.  

Quintana, Dr. Gilbert, Mr. Prism, Ms. Brownlee, Ms.  

Sample, Ms. Beasley, Mr. Langston, Ms. Howell, Ms. 

Hicks, Mr. Joiner, & Ms. Gordon. Special thank you to  

Mr. Gillihan & Mrs. Phipps for their support.  

 

    It is our goal to create a reading culture at Griffin 

by supporting students through the explicit teaching 

of literacy strategies & practicing sustained silent 

reading. Please help support our initiative by having 

your student read at home every day.  

Griffin Wildcats! Have you 

logged into your Biblionasium 

account to record your 1500 

minutes of summer reading? 

You have until July 31st to rec-

ord your minutes. Visit biblio-

nasium.com and log in 

through Destiny with your stu-

dent number & computer pass-

word. Build a bookshelf, share 

book  

reviews with friends, and  

update your avatar! Prize for 

top reader in each grade-level! 

GRIFFIN LITERACY TEAM 

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 

  6 www.cobbcat.org 

Wildcats! Use your  

Griffin student number at 

any Cobb County Public  

Library to check-out 

books! 

Visit your local Cobb 

County Public Library for 

details and how to access 

digital and audiobooks on 

their website, as well as 

databases and apps for 

free!   

biblionasium.com
biblionasium.com
http://www.cobbcat.org


RISING 6TH GRADE CAMP  

We were so excited to 

welcome our Rising 6th 

Graders to Griffin  

Camp in July! Students 

participated in a scav-

enger hunt that helped 

them tour and discover 

the hallways, music de-

partment, library learn-

ing commons, cafeteria, 

and more! Thank you to 

the student volunteers 

who mentored & facili-

tated activities. We are 

proud of our new and 

former Griffin students.  

 

Be Great Be Griffin! 

Ms. Howell’s Smart Start Summer  

Camp students work on poetry during  

the second week of camp. 

Administration Carpool Karaoke?? Maybe next time! 

Until then, meet our 2018-2019 Admin Team!  

F-B: Mr. Gillihan, Ms. Efaw, Mr. Short, Mrs. Phipps, 

Mr. Gray, Ms. Willis, and Ms. Seibert! 



Staff Summers = Professional Learning 



Follow Us! On social media 

https://www.facebook.com/

https://www.instagram.com/gms_wildcats/ 

https://twitter.com/

Did you Know?  

You can access your student’s grades  

& attendance through ParentVUE?  

To get an activation code, contact: 

Kacie.phipps@cobbk12.org  

Make a payment towards any student 
fees, library fines, or to enroll in activities 

using an e-check, credit card, or debit 
card at www.MyPaymentsPlus.com.  

https://www.facebook.com/GMSWildcats/
https://www.instagram.com/gms_wildcats/
https://twitter.com/GMS_Wildcats
https://parentvue.cobbk12.org/Login_Parent_PXP.aspx?regenerateSessionId=True
mailto:kacie.phipps@cobbk12.org
http://www.MyPaymentsPlus.com


Thank You for Supporting Griffin 

Partners in Education 

Please support our Partners in Education 
If you would like your business to be a Griffin MS partner in education,  

please contact sarah.martinez@cobbk12.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


